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Letter from the Salesian
Community in Cambodia

SALESIAN BULLETIN

KHMER

Don Bosco Brother Sun Indigenous Children Jour-

ney to the North of Cambodia

Salesians at the Asian Forum 2024

The Salesian Bulletin is an important
part of Salesian Cambodia Publications,
which provides information on many im-
portant events.

H.E. Som Monorom visited Don Bosco

Salesian Family Spirituality Days

Don Bosco Foundation of Cambodia

Asian Indigenous Leaders call on a fraternal dia-

logue to respect their environmental guardianship

The tradition of the "Good Night” in the
Salesians of Don Bosco

Fr. Albeiro Rodas

Strenna 2025 - Anchored in Hope, Pilgrims with
Young People: A Message from the Rector Ma-

Mr. Van Bophai, an example of

Media Communication leadershipfor the good of rural children

The Establishment of Father Bosco’s Youth Center”
On The Feast Day of The Immaculate Conception

Dominic Tonib
Luis Cruz
Media Communication

Core Courses Evaluation Workshop

CHRISTMAS 2024 in Don Bosco Cambodia

Christmas 2024 and New Year 2025 Greetings
Email: Soccom.kh@gmail.com from the Jarai Indigenous Students of Don Bosco
Phone: 089 41 93 76

Thmey Village, Sangkat Prey Thom,

Kep City, Kep Province. Don Bosco Song
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“THE TIME HAS COME FOR A NEW JUBILEE IN WHICH THE HOLY DOOR
WILL ONCE AGAIN BE WIDE OPEN TO OFFER THE LIVING EXPERIENCE OF
GOD’S LOVE THAT /’\’\A/AKENS IN THE HEART THE CERTAIN HOPE OF SAL-
VATION IN CHRIST. Pope Francis (Spes non confundit).

Dear friends, as we are in the ordinary Jubilee year; the central theme of Jubilee year is
Hope that Pope Francis proclaimed in his letter to the faithful readers. Our Strenna 2025
is based on the theme of Jubilee year "Anchored in hope, pilgrims with young people”.
We are invited to reflect and deepen our trust in the divine grace that is implanted in
our heart is HOPE. For all of us the Jubilee year is a great occasion during which
every pilgrim can encounter and experience the infinite mercy and love of God.
In the heart of each one of us, hope dwells as the desire and expectation of
good things to come, even though we don’t know what the future holds for us.
In the time of despair, distress and uncertainty about our future, there exists a
tiny ray of light and that is HOPE which guides us for a better tomorrow. And

| am sure of the passage of St. Paul that *Hope does not disappoint, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has
been given to us” (Rom 5:1-2.5). | would like that we become a ray of HOPE
for the young on their journey towards a better future. There is nothing that can bring
us joy, peace and happiness but to renew our hope in the blessings of God. If we put our
trust in the infinite mercy of God, our hope renews and gives us strength to become the
ray of hope for the young people who are entrusted to our care. The people lose their
faith and trust in God because they encounter something unpleasant experiences, even

in the time of suffering and struggle there exists so called hope which can become their
strength to move forward.

Let each one of us put our trust and strengthen our hope in the infinite love and
mercy of God, so that our journey with young becomes meaningful and fruitful. We need to
discover the love of God and share with others, who are suffering and not finding meaning
in life. Because there exists an infinite mercy and grace of God deep in our heart... let this
new year, a year of ordinary Jubilee become our guiding ray to discover our Hope and trust
in the loving mercy of God Day by day for a better future of tomorrow.

Thank you
Fr. Eugene Xalxo
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The Don Bosco Brother Sun Scholarship
Program for Rural and Indigenous Children
and Youth of Cambodia, based at Don Bosco
Kep, intends to reach the most remote villages
of the kingdom to guarantee that children and
youth do not abandon school, a tendency that
has been increasing with the use of cell phones
and the Internet, affecting children, specially
boys, that lost the interest in studies, creating
even more situations for the fragile economies
of their family.

Every year Fr. Samnang Albeiro Rodas
paid a visit to the north of Cambodia to visit the
villages where children are being supported by
the program. This year, he was accompanied
by teacher Gnil Vy, coordinator of the agro-vo-
cational program of Don Bosco Kep and three
Indigenous students from Information Technol-
ogy and Media Communication: Mr. Lvan and
Mr. Dom, Jarai from Ratanakiri and Mr. Lay,
Kuy from Preah Vehear. The journey took
1,500 km around the north of Cambodia: From
Kep to Mondolkiri, Ratanakiri, Preah Vehear
and Oddar Meanchey.



ISIBONUET MR SSI INRESMEURUR
RGN §HS fygiang iSIufinitly UaATNS
madwani %ﬁmms;ﬂmmmﬁqﬁmﬁmﬁ 8h
auinavS ungiIsISimmIg siuh Ay URBE
BethFHifsMARc QmRmSISIs A RS AMmg]
fNS (FMA) URED & stnirsim Shukjd Gan it
Sinirusuiuy]d

IShinsAl nMAmMSIgIHUS uini 84 Hithihi 1w
UUEESESME ohw  Wiwms§pspwann
UGS §Sysy ieminu isfignmits st
MYWwoHA Gols inumaSsmhnstha o
S énsq wonyhoy Hhs Ame wing
ENUIMEOMST ISHInSA  MSUNMA&EEN
nnEInSIASEY ohw iRunnissthiibs
mrdcihmsnighionn Shiuhinh-

[RUTFIGIENSAY

In Mondolkiri they visited the Catholic community of
Fr. Juan Solorzano in Kaev Seima of the Bunong
People, where there is a church under construction
and a dynamic community around the service to the
Indigenous families. They visited also the Salesian
Sisters (FMA), Sr. Dory Helena and Sr. Liza in Sen
Monorom city.

aNAESMA0R ISt B
Catholic community In Mondolkiri |

Aoy eang: Al
# Chrung village in Ratanakiri

In Ratanakiri, they went to the districts of Bokeo
and O’Yadao of Jarai communities and promoted
the Don Bosco Kep Technical School at the O'Yad-
ao High School with 12th grade students, mostly
Jarai and Tampuong. Fr. lvan Campana, the leader
of the Catholic Church in Ratanakiri, presented also
the project of a kindergarten at the Chrung Jarai
village, where Indigenous children will have a space

of education and recreation.
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Trampea Prasat District in Oddar Meanchey
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In Preah Vehear they visited a a Kuy Indigenous
communities at the Chok Chey village. Finally, they
arrived to the Tromphea Prasat District of Oddar
Meanchey, to the Bophai Computer Centre, where
former Don Bosco Kep IT teacher, Mr. Bophai,
leads a program of complementary education for lo-
cal children, with the support of some benefactors,
including Don Bosco Brother Sun Program.

Along the way it was possible to see the sad real-
ity of environment degradation with indiscriminate
burning of forests to extend the agricultural and
plantation frontier, without regulations. Burnings
that generate a large amount of smoke on the roads
and in the towns, so harmful to public health, while
destroying the environment, reducing rainfall and
preparing for a greater heat wave. Another factual
problem that was possible to see in the Indigenous
villages is the situation of male teenagers aban-
doning the school, attracted by the Internet addic-
tion and becoming vulnerable to many situations.
In these cases, it is important to continue the Don
Bosco mission to provide education, training and
formation to the new generations, but also to their
families, to prevent future problems.



https://en.donboscokep.org/pilgrims-with-indigenous-cambodian-young-people/
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Kuy village, Preah Vehear Province.
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Jarai village of Saen Thom, O’Yadao District, Ratanakiri Province

ndumimg i insHT SAshimw innng
Ratanakiri Catholic Church led by Fr Iv:
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Some members of the Asian Salesian
Family participated in the Synodal Forum
in Nepal to reflect on the presence of Indig-
enous Peoples in the Church in Asia. This
event was organized by the Network of Min-
istries Among Indigenous Peoples in Asia
(NMAIPA), formerly known as the Circle of
the Sacred Rice. Delegates from 13 coun-
tries—Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan,
Philippines, South Korea, Thailand, Timor
Leste, and Vietnam—attended the forum. It
is estimated that 40% of the world’s Catho-
lic faithful belong to Indigenous Peoples. In
Asia, this percentage is even higher, with
70% of Asian Catholics considered Indige-
nous or Tribal. Therefore, Pope Francis’s
call to listen to Indigenous Peoples in the
Synodal Church is of great importance to the

Asian hierarchy.
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Salesian Bishop George Palliparambil, the
Bishop of Miao, India, was one of the lec-
turers at the forum, presenting on the top-
ic “Tribal Genius: Superficially Seen but Still
Unknown.” The missionary prelate, who has
served as the chairman of the Indian North-
East Regional Commission for Evangelization,
posed thought-provoking questions: *How can
the Church be truly indigenous? How can we
reconcile this and think together about it?” He
suggested that one idea was to ensure that all
people feel the same, so no one feels different
from others. However, he acknowledged the
challenges of this approach, especially con-
sidering the current living conditions of Indige-

nous Peoples around the world.
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"One of the temptations of modern societies is to dismantle traditional structures
without understanding their deep meanings. For example, some societies are
matrilineal and are among the most efficient. In these societies, the female head
of the household is fully appreciated and loved, ensuring stability and a profound

connection to nature. Their ways are always tied to ancestral traditions and the

environment,” said Mgr. Palliparambil. )J

(11 Tube)
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The Forum that was celebrated between 10
and 16 November in Katmandu, and it was
inaugurated by the message of Cardinal Mi-
chael F. Czerny, SJ, Prefect of the Dicastery
for Promoting Integral Human Development,
who reminded that Pope Francis encourag-
es the recognition and respect for Indigenous
identities, traditions and spirituality and the
dialogue as important instruments in the Syn-
odal Church. Bishop Gerald John Mathias of
Lucknow, India, has called upon the Catholic
Church in Asia to intensify its commitment to
Indigenous Peoples, highlighting a history of
neglect and the need for direct action:

CCommnRmn i MSHISUANUSH <<iIN: VMBI SMISUNUENWUINURGHG
AENws> Iwitintigilu§MuEuNUATUNASIS IS I SHAM I (FABC) i 3
§) 960G "HNLINL Ve FIBA ﬁSm‘ﬁIuHm‘ﬁ‘ﬁGmﬁiﬁ“jS Sem AR
IMNAHANUIMAIE 1:imishimafoisosmis§umanimiw {Hnuiads

"Despite this slight, indirect reference,” Bishop Mathias said, referencing the Federation
of Asian Bishops’ Conference’s (FABC) first Assembly in 1974,
enous People went largely unnoticed by Asia’s bishops—although the largest single
minority of Asia’s Christians is Indigenous!” )

“for 25 years, Indig-
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Bishop Paul Simick of Nepal urged
Church leaders to embrace synodality as a
pathway toward integrating Indigenous wis-
dom into the life of the Church. In his opening
remarks, Bishop Simick welcomed delegates
to Nepal's mountainous landscape, empha-
sizing the significance of Dhulikhel, a tradi-
tional Newari town, as the ideal setting to ex-
plore Indigenous culture and spirituality.

The Apostolic Nuncio to India and Nepal,
Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli, highlighted the
inherent values of tribal societies as models
for modern communities, particularly in fos-
tering solidarity, ecological stewardship, and
spiritual enrichment. He noted that “dialogue
with primal cultures will prove educative to
every society that has long lost touch with
its tribal roots.” Highlighting the affinity be-
tween tribal values and Gospel teachings, he
stressed the importance of preserving their
traditions.

tribal spirit,” he said. )

V(11 Tube)
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“If the preservation of songs, stories, dances, and festivities is important, the sur-
vival of genuine tribal values is even more important, as they express their deep
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On Tuesday, November 12, 2024, Don Bosco Technical School in Kep Province
welcomed a distinguished guest from the government, H.E. Som Monorom,
Assistant to the Deputy Prime Minister Say Sam Al. H.E. Som Monorom was
interested in the technical education of Don Bosco that focused on youth edu-
cation and training. He wanted to see the Don Bosco’s method of learning and
training and the life skills of young people in Don Bosco Kep. He intends to

collaborate with the Don Bosco technical schools in order to guide and encour-

age high school students who are experiencing high dropout rates, so that
they can have better changes of professional education in continuity with the
lines of the job market and a better life. His Excellency underlined the staff
performance, studies and training, the green environment and family atmo-
sphere of the school, saying it is like home. We appreciate the visit of H.E. Som
Monorom to our academic community, encouraging our educative mission of
Don Bosco in Cambodia.

Salesian Bulletin Cambodia
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The Don Bosco Cambodia Salesian Family
Spirituality Day 2025 will likely be a special oc-
casion for members of the Salesian Family in
Cambodia to come together in prayer, reflec-
tion, and community, focusing on the charism

and spirituality of St. John Bosco.
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This event typically serves as a time for Sale-
sians, lay collaborators, and other members of
the Salesian Family to strengthen their com-
mitment to the mission of education, youth
empowerment, and service to the poor, in-

spired by Don Bosco’s values.

Such gatherings often include Mass, moments
of spiritual reflection, talks, and sharing of ex-
periences, with an emphasis on renewing the
spiritual life of those involved in the Salesian
mission.

Salesian Bulletin Cambodia
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Asian Indigenous leaders
from 13 countries have called
for a fraternal dialogue to re-
spect their environmental guardianship, empha-
sizing that 80% of Earth’s land is under the care
of Indigenous communities.

This concept was highlighted in the final state-
ment of the Asian Forum in Nepal, titled “Cele-
brating Synodality and Indigenous Living Tradi-
tions in the Church in Asia.” The Forum included
bishops, priests, lay faithful, experts, religious
men and women, and young people, all belong-
ing to Indigenous nations or involved with Indig-
enous rights organizations.

Following Pope Francis’s call for a synodal
Church, various organizations, institutions, and
communities gathered to reflect on many aspects
of Church life in different regions of the world,
inspired by the Laudato Si* and Laudato Deum
documents of the South American Pontiff. Indig-
enous peoples, who make up 63% of Christians
worldwide and 73% of Asian Christians, are a
significant sector of the Catholic Church.

*The face of the Church, both in Asia and glob-
ally, has yet to become indigenous,” and ‘it is
imperative to recognize that Indigenous Peoples
are not on the periphery but at the heart of the
Church,” stated the final declaration signed in the
traditional mountainous town of Dhulikhel, Nepal,
on December 8, 2024.
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:their environmental

The global climate crisis and the high pres-
sure on native populations worldwide from
a global economy of communism, technoc-
racy, and neoliberalism are affecting the
entire planet, with the most vulnerable com-
munities struggling to survive. Migration,
global warming, violent conflicts, human-
itarian crises, and ecosystem destruction
demand that humanity look back to those
who live in connection with the first essenc-
es of life and ancestral wisdom, such as
Indigenous peoples. However, Indigenous
peoples worldwide still face difficulties: “We
call upon all those perpetrators to urgently
cease all forms of discrimination against In-
digenous communities, the dispossession
of land, the forced displacement of popula-
tions, the illegal destruction of their ecosys-
tems, exploitation of their biodiversity, vio-
lation of human rights, and the methodical
processes of acculturation and destruction
of Indigenous cultures,” says the state-
ment, while calling for a fraternal dialogue
to respect their guardianship.

The Indigenous Asian Forum on synodality
led to the creation of Roots: Catholic Net-
work Among Indigenous Peoples of Asia, to
continue the dialogue, reflection, and vision
for a more inclusive Church, walking with
its own people, including the Indigenous
nations of the ancient continent. Inspired
by the Amazonian Synod, some members
envisioned a Pan-Asian version that would
open the doors for pastoral, missions, the-
ology, and spirituality processes from In-
digenous perspectives.
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The tradition of the
“Good Night” in the

Salesians of Don Bosco

The tradition of the "Good Night” in the Salesians of Don Bosco has its

roots in the personal practices of Don Bosco’s mother, Margherita Occhi-
ena. When Don Bosco began his work with young boys, he adopted this
practice from his mother. Every evening, after night prayers, Don Bosco
would gather the boys and offer a few kind words, giving advice or coun-
sel about what to do and what to avoid. This brief reflection was meant
to help the boys think about their actions and grow in virtue.

The "Good Night” became a powerful tool for fostering a sense of com-

munity, moral reflection, and personal growth among the boys. Even

| today, Salesian houses continue this tradition, adapting it to their specific
1'| contexts. Whether it's a "Good Night,” “Good Morning,” or “Good After-
noon,” the essence remains the same: to provide a moment of reflec-
tion, encouragement, and connection before the day ends.
This simple yet profound practice helps young people to pause, reflect
on their day, and consider how they can grow in holiness and virtue. It's

a beautiful way to end the day with a sense of peace and purpose.
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Stren na 225 = Anchored in Hope, Pilgrims with

Young People: A Message from the Rector Major of the Salesians
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https://youtu.be/O-tpTx1K0NU
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trenna 2025 — Anchored in Hope, Pilgrims with Young People is the annual message of the Rector
jor of the Salesians, intended to inspire and guide the Salesian family worldwide. The theme for
5 focuses on being anchored in hope and journeying together with young people.

Here's a quick summary of the key points:

Anchored in Hope: The video emphasizes the importance of hope in facing the challenges of today’s
world. It encourages viewers to remain steadfast and optimistic, despite difficulties.

Pilgrims with Young People: The message highlights the significance of accompanying young people
on their life journey. It stresses the role of mentors and guides in helping youth navigate their paths.

Spiritual Guidance: The Rector Major calls for spiritual renewal and deeper faith to provide a strong
foundation for young people.

Community and Service: The video underscores the value of community, solidarity, and service, en-
couraging everyone to work together for the common good.

I hope this gives you a good sense of the video’s content! If you want to dive deeper into the themes,
I recommend watching the full video here.
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Mr. Van Bophai, an example of
leadershipfor the good of rural children
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Mr. Van Bophai is a former teacher of
Don Bosco Technical School of Kep Province
in the Department of Information Technolo-
gy. He is also a past pupil of he Saint Paul
Institute of Takeo Province. He moved to the
north of Cambodia, in Trapean Prasat Dis-
trict, Oddar Meanchey Province, where he
opened a computer centre for local children.
Students come to his place to learn comput-
er, English or to be assisted in their studies.
For this reason, some of the children are
being supported by the Don Bosco Brother
Sun Scholarship Program. At the moment,
Mr. Van Bophai has 34 students ( 18 bos and
16 girls).
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<The Establlshment of/Father'Bosco;s Youth Center-
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On The Feast Day/ of/The, Immaculate Conception

/

IJUANIN: IRMTMSTIMANU IRU{MIE The Feast Day of the Immaculate Conception,
1911580 fen wsSwainshi AMiGUAN]  celebrated on December 8, holds dual significance
P SIALY ) Shihiguilaudjunntyins  as a Christian holy day and as the founding date
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Bosco launched this initiative during 19th-century
Italy to provide marginalized youth with educa-

tion, spiritual guidance, and hope.

The Youth Center began hum-
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bly, serving a small group of boys
with limited resources. Through
innovative methods combining cat-
echism, vocational training, and
recreation, it became a sanctuary
for personal and spiritual growth.
Don Bosco’s mission, ground-
ed in values of kindness and dili-
gence, resonated widely, inspir-
ing the global Salesian movement

dedicated to youth empowerment.

The Feast Day of the Immac-
ulate Conception serves as a day
of celebration and reflection for the
Salesian community, honoring Don
Bosco’s legacy and commitment to
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Don Bosco,Participates)inja
Workshop on;Strengthening and
Evaluating|Core Subjects

On[11-13 December 2024] Don Bosco's educa-
tional team actively participated in a workshop
focused on strengthening and evaluating core
academic subjects. The event, held at [insert

location], brought together educators, adminis-
trators, and academic experts to discuss inno-
vative approaches and strategies to enhance
the delivery and effectiveness of core subjects
in the curriculum.

The workshop aimed to:

- Enhance Subject Quality: Review and refine
the curriculum to ensure alignment with current
educational standards and societal needs.

- Evaluate Course Effectiveness: Analyze the impact
of existing teaching methods and assessment strate-

gies on student learning outcomes.

Vs

- Promote Collaboration: Facilitate knowledge-sharing among educators to identify best
practices and foster a culture of continuous improvement.

- Incorporate Student Feedback: Include insights from students to better understand their

needs and improve their overall learning experience.

The workshop proved to be an enriching experience, providing valuable insights and actionable
strategies for all participants. Don Bosco’s involvement reflects its unwavering dedication to advanc-
ing education and empowering students to excel both academically and personally. By implementing
the workshop’s recommendations, Don Bosco aims to further strengthen its core subjects, ensuring
they remain relevant and impactful in today’s dynamic educational landscape.
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The spirit of Christmas filled the air at Don
Bosco Cambodia this year, bringing with it a
wave of joy, generosity, and togetherness.
From festive decorations to heartwarming
performances, the celebrations were a tes-
tament to the true meaning of the holiday
season.

The festivities kicked off with the annu-
al Christmas tree lighting ceremony, where
students, staff, and guests gathered to wit-
ness the sparkling lights illuminating the
campus. The event was followed by a se-
ries of carol singing performances, show-
casing the students’ musical talents and
spreading Christmas cheer.
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The Christmas celebrations at Don Bosco
Cambodia were more than just festive events;
they were a reminder of the importance of com-
passion, kindness, and unity. As the year comes
to a close, the Don Bosco community looks for-
ward to a brighter future, filled with hope and
goodwill.
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Christmas 2024 and New Year 2025 Greetings from the Jarai Indigenous Students of Don Bosco
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On this joyful occasion, the Jarai Indigenous
students of Don Bosco Kep extend our heart-
felt Christmas greetings and wish everyone a
Happy New Year filled with peace, hope, and
prosperity.

May the light of Christmas shine brightly upon
you, bringing warmth to your hearts and homes.
As we embrace the New Year, we hope it
brings new opportunities for growth, under-
standing, and unity for all.
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We are grateful for the support and please
keep your support so more Indigenous children
and youth can enjoy education for a better word
and protection of Mother Earth.

Pinilo Translated is (Thank you). For all those
benefactors, volunteers, teachers, children and
youth who were involved at the Don Bosco Kep
Project and the Brother Sun Program.

(11| Tube
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