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A New Salesian Priest for Cambodia
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The Salesian Bulletin is an important
part of Salesian Cambodia Publications,
which provides information on many im-
portant events.

Fr. John Bosco Somony Kong, SDB

Father John Bosco Kong Somony became the

first Salesian priest in Cambodia.

Don Bosco Foundation of Cambodia

Fr. Albeiro Rodas

- Faith and| Education

Feast of Mary Help of Christians

New Pope Elected!

Media Communication

Dominic Tonib

Luis Cruz
Media Communication

Email: Soccom.kh@gmail.com
Phone: 089 41 93 76

Thmey Village, Sangkat Prey Thom,
Kep City, Kep Province.
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r. John Bos
Som myK@ g

Bible Verse: “God doesn’t call the qualified; He qualifies the called.”
(1 Corinthians 2:1-5)

Born :June 5, 1985

From : St. James Parish, Pursat Province, Battambang Diocese
Father's Name : Thyrith Chou, Buddhist (deceased)

Mother's Name : Bunna Yim, Catholic (deceased)

Position in Family :Second son among four siblings (three boys and one girl)

Education and Work:

1991-1996 : Studied at Prey Nhi Primary School, Pursat Province
1996-1999 : Studied at Prek Sdey Secondary School, Pursat Province
1999-2002 : Studied at Pursat High School, Pursat Province

2002-2004 : Studied at Don Bosco Technical School, Phnom Penh City
2004-2009 : Worked as a teacher at Don Bosco Center Poipet, Poipet City
2013-2017 : Studied Philosophy at Saengtham College, Thailand
2021-2025 :Studied Theology at Don Bosco School of Theology,

Paranaque City, Philippines
Formation

2009-2011  : Aspirant at Lawaan, Cebu City, Philippines

2011-2012 : Postulant at Salesian Formation House, Samphran, Thailand

2012-2013 : Novice at Salesian Formation House, Samphran, Thailand

May 1,2013 : First Profession at Salesian Formation House, Samphran, Thailand

2017-2019 : Practical Training at Don Bosco Technical School, Sihanoukville,

‘ Sihanoukuville City

2019 : Practical Training at Don Bosco Academic School, Battambang,

| Battambang City

| 2019-2021 : Practical Training at Don Bosco Technical School, Phnom Penh,
Phnom Penh City

April 9, 2022: Perpetual Profession at Don Bosco Technical School, Phnom Penh,
Phnom Penh City

July 27, 2024: Ordained as Deacon in Paranaque City, Philippines

Salesian Bulletin Cambodia
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My Journey into the Salesian Vocation:

My three siblings and | were born in a refugee camp on the
Thai-Cambodian border, but later, my family moved to Pursat
Province, my mother's hometown. All of my family members
are Buddhists. | lived with my family and attended government
schools until high school.

After | finished grade 12 in 2002, a friend of my mother's
recommended that | take the entrance exam at Don Bosco
= Schoolin Phnom Penh. | traveled to take the exam and interview,
and | passed, so | studied there for two years while also living as
a boarder.

During that time, | became interested in Catholicism and joined
the catechism classes. After three years, | received the sacrament
of baptism in 2005. The idea of becoming a Salesian priest came
to me later while | was working as a teacher at the Don Bosco
. Poipet Center, where | worked with poor children and young
people.

The desire to become a Salesian priest gradually emerged
and became clearer when | joined the Emmanuel group. After
completing two years with the Emmanuel group, | decided to
join the Salesian Congregation in 2009.

My joy of being a Salesian:

My joy as a Salesian comes from my ability to participate in
the mission of Don Bosco, alongside other Salesian members,
in serving young people. It brings me great satisfaction to see
S these young individuals have a bright future and grow into loyal
» citizens of society and true believers in their faith.

My insight:

Firstand foremost, | thank God for the gift of life and the profound blessing of my vocation
as a Catholic and a Salesian Priest. | owe a deep debt of gratitude to my parents, whose
unwavering love and support have been a guiding light throughout my journey.

| extend my heartfelt thankstothe Salesian congregation, especially the Thai province and
the Cambodia Delegation, for welcoming and supporting me from the very beginning
of my formation. To all who have played a part in my vocation journey, your kindness and
encouragement have been invaluable.

Salesian Bulletin Cambodia
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Reflecting on my life, | am reminded of the Gospel passage: “Without cost you have
received; without cost you are to give” (Matthew 10:8). This principle resonates deeply
within me. My joy comes from loving and serving God through the people | encounter
each day. My journey to the priesthood has been long, marked by delays, problems and
challenges. As a late vocation, | spent five years in the working world before entering
Salesian formation, often questioning the timing of my journey. Yet, | have come to
appreciate the lessons learned during those years of waiting. My novice master’s words
still echo in my heart: “Don’t worry about the time; what matters is being a Salesian.”
Now, | can say that my ordination is not an end of my intention but a beginning of my
commitment to live out my priestly vocation faithfully to continue the mission of Don
Bosco in Cambodia for the salvation of souls. | carry with me the wisdom of Mamma
Margherita, who reminded Don Bosco: “It is not the habit that honors your state, but the
practice of virtue." This call to virtue and service is what | embrace with an open heart
as | embark on this lifelong journey. | remember the words of a Salesian Priest: “It is not
enough to be a good Salesian; we must strive to be a holy Salesian.” Holiness is found
in our ordinary duties done with extraordinary love, as Don Bosco encouraged Dominic
Savio.

May the mission of Don Bosco in education and evangelization for the youth, along with
the mission of other groups in the Catholic Church, continue to grow throughout the
country. May the youth of Cambodia become increasingly courageous in responding to
God's call to embrace Catholicism, pursue religious life, and become priests and may the
work of evangelization reach more people who have not known God.

Thank you, and may God bless you all.
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The Salesian Delegation of Cambodia
(THA Province), celebrating 34 years of
presence in the mission, rejoiced with
the Catholic Church in Cambodia as His
Excellency Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler
ordained Rev. John Bosco Kong Somony to
the priesthood at the Sts. Peter and Paul
Pastoral Center in Phnom Penh.

The solemn celebration began at 9:00
AM, attended by the two Prefects—Msgr.
Enrique Figueredo, SJ of Battambang
Prefecture and Msgr. Suon Hongly of
Kampong Cham Prefecture—alongside 90
clergy members from across Cambodia.
Also present were representatives of the
seven groups of the Salesian Family, Fr.
Somony'’s siblings, staff and students from
various Salesian institutions, and the lay
faithful from Catholic Pastoral Centers.
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During the ceremony, Bishop
Schmitthaeusler reflected on Don Bosco's
childhood dream and encouraged
Rev. Somony to always trust in God's
compassion. He urged him to follow Don
Bosco's example by seeking the guidance
of the Blessed Virgin Mary and serving the
young and the community with love, joy,
and hope as he proclaims God's word.

Fr. Eugene Xalxo, Superior of the Cambodia
Salesian Delegation, expressed his deep
gratitude:

Cambodia.

“With great respect, | extend my
heartfelt appreciation to Bishop Olivier
Schmitthaeusler for his leadership and
dedication in this sacred ordination of

Father John Bosco Kong Somony. We also
sincerely thank Bishop Kike, Bishop Suong
Hongly, Fr. Favie from the Philippines, Fr.
Theparat from Thailand, and all clergy,
religious members, and representatives of
various Catholic organizations.
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On this special occasion, we recognize the profound faith and service of Father John
Bosco Somony, who follows in the footsteps of St. Don Bosco to guide and serve with
love, joy, and compassion. We honor his family, friends, and all who have supported his
vocation.

To the priests, brothers, sisters, seminarians, lay groups, and the Salesian community
members (SDB, FMA, SIHM, ASC, Past Pupils, ADMA & VDB), your dedication in preparing
this celebration has made it truly meaningful. May this day mark the beginning of a
blessed and fruitful mission for Father John Bosco Kong Somony.”

Before the conclusion of the Eucharistic celebration, Fr. John Bosco Kong Somony
expressed his heartfelt gratitude to the Salesian congregation and his family, especially
his late parents, for their unwavering love and support of his vocation to the Salesian
religious life and priesthood.

Following the Holy Mass, attendees participated in the traditional kissing of hands and
received priestly blessings from the newly ordained. A joyful gathering then ensued,
with a grand meal shared among the 1,200 attendees in celebration of this significant
milestone in Cambodia's Catholic community.
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Feast of Mary Help of Christians

On the evening of May 24, 2025, Don Bosco Technical School Kep Province held a
commemorative celebration for Mary Help of Christians. The event was graced by the
honorable presence of Bishop Simon Pope, Father Ly Samnang (the rector), teachers,
staff, and all students.

As part of the celebration, a Eucharistic ceremony was organized and led by Bishop
Simon Pope and Father Ly Samnang. The purpose of the Eucharistic celebration was
to spiritually guide and encourage everyone to live by good example and foster inner
peace.

Mary is the Mother of Jesus Christ and the Mother of us all. In times of sorrow, we can
pray and ask for the intercession of Mary, our Help of Christians, to assist and support us.
We may also entrust our families to her protection so that they may live in peace and be
kept safe from harm.

It should be noted that this feast is celebrated annually in all Don Bosco institutions
around the world to express gratitude to Mary Help of Christians, who continually helped
Don Bosco in fulfilling his mission during his lifetime.

The program concluded with a procession of the statue of Mary Help of Christians around
the campus of Don Bosco Technical School Kep, accompanied by prayers and written
petitions expressing the personal intentions of the participants offered to Mary Help of
Christians.

Don Bosco Phoom Penh
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Pope Leo XIV, born Robert Francis Prevost,
was elected as the head of the Catholic
Church and sovereign of the Vatican City
State on May 8, 2025. He was born on
September 14, 1955, in Chicago, United
States, and is of American nationality.
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He began his religious vocation in Chicago as
a member of the Order of St. Augustine. He
served in Peru from 1985 to 1986 and again from
1988 to 1998 as a parish priest, regional superior,
seminary professor, and diocesan administrator.
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From 2001 to 2013, he was the Prior General of the
Augustinian Order. He later served as Bishop of
the Diocese of Chiclayo, Peru, from 2015 to 2023.
In 2015, he was also granted Peruvian citizenship.
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In 2023, Pope Francis appointed him as a
i Cardinal. That same year, he was named Prefect

) | ofthe Dicastery for Bishops and President of the
7 ‘ gw Pontifical Commission for Latin America.
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On May 8, 2025, the Cardinals in Conclave elected him as the 267th Pope of the Catholic
Church. He chose the papal name Leo XIV.
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